
Harry Lamar Phillips
January 6, 1934 - March 29, 2026

Harry Lamar Phillips, 92, of Sharpsburg, Georgia, passed away on Sunday,
March 29, 2026 in the home he built, surrounded by the family he loved. He
was born in Coweta County January 6, 1934, in the depths of the Great
Depression. He was the second son of Thomas Marvin Phillips and Beatrice
Hines Phillips. 

Harry attended Madras School and graduated from Newnan High School in
1951. He studied IBM Programming and Data Processing at Greenleaf School
of Business in Atlanta. He served his country in the Army National Guard,
serving 10 years in the HQ Troop, 1st Recon SQ., 108th Armor in Newnan,
where he attained the rank of Sargent First Class. He and Troop members
received annual training in camps in Anniston, Alabama and Fort Stewart,
Georgia. Harry worked briefly for Eastern Airlines and Ford Motor Company,
before settling into a career in the Insurance business. “The Policy Man,” as
he was widely known, retired from Metropolitan Insurance Company, making
friends as he serviced the needs of the South Metro area. He is remembered
for his sense of humor and his polished appearance - the result of growing up
in the Depression. Shoes were his weakness — and his were always spit
shined. Harry served on the Board of Directors for Coweta Family and
Children’s Services for many years, and was very active in the South Fulton
Kiwanis Club. While his career and civic activities were important, Harry’s life
was centered around his family and grounded in the church. On August 21,



1953, he married Mary Jo Bowie in a ceremony held in her parent’s Palmetto
home. Their union lasted over 72 years and produced two children, Marcy and
Lance. While he would occasionally hit the golf course with his buddies,
Harry’s focus always centered on his home and family — loving, protecting
and providing for them. Whether he was babysitting Marcy, teaching Lance to
drive, shopping for a special gift for Mary Jo on Christmas Eve, or taking them
all to the beach, that’s exactly where he wanted to be. Harry liked to joke, sing
and play the steel guitar. He was partial to Hawaiian music. An outdoorsman,
he liked to hunt rabbit and quail, raise cattle, and could be found bush-
hogging the fields when he was in his late 80s. His hobby was woodworking,
and he showed his love to his children by building each of them a home.
Harry’s favorite bible verse was the 23rd Psalm. He was a very active member
of Palmetto Baptist Church for many years and later attended Crossroads
Church. He served in many capacities at Palmetto Baptist, from Treasurer to
singing in the choir. He even spent a few seasons on the church ball team
until he was sidelined by a broken ankle. 

Harry Phillips was preceded in death by his parents, his brother Thomas Asa
Phillips and his sister Sara Phillips Coggin. 

Harry is survived by his wife and partner of 72 years Mary Jo Phillips;
daughter Marcy Phillips Marlow (Steve), Sharpsburg; and son Lance Lamar
Phillips (Christine), Panama City Beach, Florida. Grandchildren Alexander
Bilezerian, Newnan; Connor Bilezerian, Sharpsburg; and Katelyn Phillips,
Fayetteville. Step-grandchildren Kevin Watson, Ontario, California; Jamie
Whelchel, Panama City Beach, Florida; Dylan Whelchel, LaGrange; Joe
Marlow, Santa Rosa Beach, Florida; and Ginna Marlow, Destin, Florida. He is
also survived by numerous family members and friends. 

Though our hearts are heavy, we take comfort in knowing Harry now rests in
peace, surely welcomed home with open arms. No doubt he arrived in his spit



shined shoes, ready for whatever work or worship awaits him next. 
 

A funeral service will be held Thursday, April 2, 2026, at 2 o’clock in the
Chapel of Parrott Funeral Home with Rev. Charles Huckaby officiating. The
family will receive friends one hour prior to the service. Interment will follow at
Oak Hill Cemetery in Newnan.



Cemetery Details

Oak Hill Cemetery

96 Jefferson St.
Newnan, GA 30263

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 2. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Parrott Funeral Home & Crematory
8355 Senoia Road
Fairburn, GA 30213
(770) 964-4800
info@parrottfuneralhome.com
https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

APR 2. 2:00 PM.

Parrott Funeral Home Chapel

mailto:info@parrottfuneralhome.com
https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

Parrott Funeral Home - April 02 at 12:33 PM

Parrott Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Harry Lamar
Phillips

Steven Crisp - April 05 at 10:53 PM

Mary Jo, Marcy, and Lance, I’m very sorry to hear of Mr’s Harry’s
passing. Enjoyed seeing you all years ago at Palmetto Baptist Church
and I had fond memories with Lance at your home. Take care. 
 
Steve Crisp

Parrott Funeral Home - March 31 at 01:17 PM

Parrott Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Harry
Lamar Phillips
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Kirk Jones - April 01 at 09:44 PM

Kirk Jones purchased the Simply Elegant Spathip
hyllum for the family of Harry Lamar Phillips.

Valerie - April 01 at 08:32 PM

Lifting Mr. Harry's family in prayer. He was
always so kind. Rest in peace Mr. Harry. 

 Valerie LaCoste Simmons

sam coggin - April 01 at 01:21 PM

He was like family to our family RIP Harry Phillips

John Fomby - April 01 at 01:13 PM

So sorry about Harry. He was a good man.

https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Parrott Funeral Home - April 01 at 09:57 AM

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Sylvia Archibald - March 31 at 06:35 PM

Harry Lamar Phillips, thank you for your
service to our country. May you rest in peace.
My condolences and prayers to your family. 
Sylvia Archibald

Parrott Funeral Home - March 31 at 01:02 PM

88 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Angela Bentley - March 31 at 12:54 PM

Dear Mary Jo, Marcy, Lance and Family, I
was deeply saddened this morning upon
hearing of Harry's passing. I will truly miss all
our conversations at the many restaurants I
would see all of you. Please know each of
you will be in my prayers. Angela Bentley Dendy


