
Sarah Eleanor Sims
October 29, 1918 - May 20, 2023

Sarah Eleanor Gilliland Sims, age 104, went to heaven on May 20, 2023. The
joys of her life were her faith and her family. 

 

Born in her parents’ home in Forest Park, GA on October 29, 1918, Sarah
graduated from Russell High School in East Point at the age of 16. She
attended Georgia Junior College (now Georgia State University) and Cox
College in College Park before graduating from Georgia Baptist Hospital
School of Nursing (now Mercer University) in 1939 and becoming a registered
nurse. She was recognized in 2019 as the oldest living alumna of her nursing
school. 

 

She met her future husband, Clarence Paul Sims, Sr, on a blind date, and
after a courtship that included many visits to The Varsity (still her favorite
restaurant at her death), they were married on April 8, 1942 at First Baptist
Church of College Park. 

 

After Paul enlisted in the Army for World War II, she was able to move with
him on postings to Mobile, AL and New Orleans, LA before he went overseas
to England. When the war ended, Sarah and Paul lived with her parents in
College Park. In 1947, they welcomed the birth of their daughter, Marilyn
Sarah Sims. In 1951, their family was completed with the birth of their son,
Clarence Paul Sims, Jr. 



Sarah and Paul continued to live in College Park while he worked for College
Park Milling Co (owned by her father) and later Stephenson Hardware Co.
After he started Paul Sims Hardware Co in 1965 on Roosevelt Highway in
Red Oak, they built Sarah’s “dream home” and moved there in 1966. She
worked as a private duty nurse into the 1970s, when she retired from nursing
and started working alongside Paul at the hardware store until they closed the
business and retired in 1994. After his death in 2005, Sarah continued to live
independently in her home until 2016. 

 

She became a Christian at an early age and was a long-time, active member
of First Baptist Church of College Park. She and Paul later joined First Baptist
Church of Fairburn, where she taught Sunday School to senior ladies for
many years. She was a tireless prayer warrior, and her faith that God was in
control allowed her to live her life optimistically, without regrets and without
worry. Gratitude characterized her daily living, and having every member of
the family gathered around her table on Thanksgiving Day was her highlight of
each year. The way she lived out her amazing faith was an inspiration to her
family and to countless others. Doing kind things for other people was never
“out of her way” – it was truly “on her way.” She lived the last years of her
earthly life at Atherton Place in Marietta, where her constant, radiant smile
and twinkling blue eyes made her beloved by the staff and other residents as
well. 

 

Sarah is survived by her daughter Marilyn Sims Gray and son Paul Sims, Jr
(Sharon); grandchildren Jeff Gray (Jenn), Pam Gray Johnston (Bryan), Greg
Sims (Gina), and Laura Sims Medlin; 14 great-grandchildren; and 1 great-
great-grandchild. 

 Sarah’s wishes were that donations be made to Georgia Baptist Children’s
Home, P. O. Box 329, Palmetto, GA 30268, in lieu of flowers. The family would
like to thank the many caregivers and staff who gave her such loving care at



Atherton Place in Marietta. 
 Visitation with the family will be from 12:30-2:00pm on June 2, 2023 at First

Baptist Church of Fairburn, with a celebration of Sarah’s life following at
2:00pm. Burial will be at Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens following the service.



Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens

5755 Mallory Road
College Park, GA 30349

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 2. 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church of Fairburn
23 SE Malone St
Fairburn, GA 30213
(770) 964-1431

Funeral Service

JUN 2. 2:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church of Fairburn
Fairburn, GA 30213



Tribute Wall



Parrott Funeral Home - May 26, 2023 at 01:09 PM

Parrott Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Sarah
Eleanor Sims

June 01, 2023 at 10:13 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Sarah Eleanor Sims.

https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.parrottfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


MA

Mark Anderson - May 31, 2023 at 07:40 AM

My second mom- 
 Long ago when I was a teenager and worked for Paul and Sarah

Sims, a friend of mine commented to me "she's like a second mom
to you". He couldn't have been more correct! 

  
Many times, when I had finished fixing something around her house
and payment was due, she would say "that's not enough" to which I
would reply "I'm going to charge you triple next time". 

 We both would get a good laugh out of this! She once wrote me a
"two page" thank you letter with the kindest words. Priceless!! 

  
Throughout the years of knowing Sarah, I was always impressed
that she enjoyed what life had to offer, not what could be purchased.
 
Godspeed Sarah, Mrs. Sims, mom. To a life well lived and a faith in
God that never wavered. 

  
Love, Mark

JC

Jo Croom - June 02, 2023 at 08:50 AM

In her later years while she continued to live in her Red Oak home, I
was privileged and honored to give Mrs. Sarah a ride to and from
Sunday School and church. Our conversation on one of those days
was of her concern to find ways to serve the Lord when she felt she
was not physically able to minister as she had done in the past! She
shared that she felt God led her to pray each night as she heard
airplanes fly over her home on take off from the Atlanta airport! She
prayed for the pilots, all the workers, and all passengers on the flights
as they flew over her home! What a tireless prayer warrior! Still
involved in home missions and International missions as those planes
carried passengers from all over the world! I can imagine the
conversations in heaven right now as some of those folks share with
Mrs. Sarah the difference her prayers made in their lives! A beautiful
life well-lived in service to the Lord!



LM

Linda Walker Moon - May 25, 2023 at 11:16 AM

Mrs. Sarah was a shining light to everyone she knew, always
smiling, always working and forever praying for everyone as well as
thanking God for her blessings. She was a dear friend to many,
including my mother as they shared stories in their latter years. May
God bless all of her family. She was loved and will be missed.

Parrott Funeral Home - May 24, 2023 at 01:01 PM
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