
Sidney Johnston Cook
August 8, 1933 - February 13, 2014

Since he was a young boy growing up in Moultrie, Ga., Sidney Johnston Cook
III wanted to fly. 

His dream came true when he graduated from the Aviation Cadets Training
Program in June, 1955. He got his wings, his commission and a new bride all
in one week. 

 

He served three years in the United States Air Force before settling down with
his wife, Melba Schwall, in metro Atlanta to begin a career as a commercial
airline pilot with Southern Airways. Over his thirty year airline career, Sid flew
the DC-3, Martin 404, DC-9 and Boeing 757. 

During Sid and Melba’s 59 happy years together, they had two children, Pam
and Jeff. Sid touched many people’s lives along the way with his enthusiastic
and generous personality. 

In addition to his commercial flight career, his flying experience included hot
air balloons and gliders. Sid ministered with several groups including prison
visitation, as a church elder and put his skills as an amateur magician to good
use with performances for youth and church groups. 

 

In 1987, Sid retired from flying as his son was beginning a career as an airline



pilot for American Airlines. Sid lived the rest of his life in Peachtree City, Ga.
and Naples, Fl. and became known as “Dadaw” to his grandchildren. He
enjoyed tracking the conditions for his son’s airline flights, rooting on the
Georgia Tech yellow jackets, performing magic tricks for his five grandchildren
and was always interested and delighted in each family members’ successes.
He and the love of his life Melba also enjoyed traveling as they shared new
experiences and enjoyed life together. 

He graduated from Georgia Military Academy and attended Georgia Tech
before joining the Air Force. He was a member of Southwest Christian
Church. Sidney Cook III took his final flight home to heaven on Feb. 13 at the
age of 80. A memorial service is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 23 at 4 p.m. at
Parrott Funeral Home in Fairburn. Visitation will begin at 3 p.m., also at
Parrott. In lieu of flowers, please send donations in Sid’s honor to Grace For
All Training and Benevolence Center for the Children of Ethiopia, Southwest
Christian Church in East Point or the Atlanta Humane Society. He is survived
by his loving wife, his daughter and son-in-law, Pam and Jon Fausett, his son
and daughter-in-law, Jeff and Jennifer Cook, and his five grandchildren —
Ryan Fausett, Drew Fausett, Ben Fausett, Lindsey Cook and Davis Cook. Our
family feels incredibly blessed and proud to have had him as a husband,
father and grandfather. His top priorities of faith and family were never in
question. We will carry his wonderful sense of humor, gentle spirit and
consistent love and leadership with us always. Parrott Funeral Home and
Crematory, 770-964-4800.
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Sherri Crews - February 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Jeff and Pam, 
  

So sorry to learn of your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with
you. 

  
Sherri Crews 

 CHS 1974

Ann Upton and Fran Upton Clowse - February 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Melba Jean, 
 We are so sorry to hear about Sid. Please know you are in our

thoughts and prays. Much love, Ann Upton and family

Lloyd Hensley - February 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Condolences on the loss of Sid. 
 It was wonderful to know your parents,Sid and you as a teenager in

East Point. I never understood the baby sitter being younger than
his charge. It brought back fond memories. 

 Mildred, Lloyd, and Floyd
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Jim Salzmann - February 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Sid and I enjoyed good conversations over our years with Delta and
he will be missed by me and many others. It seems we also had
some similar flying backgrounds and sons with the airlines. I was an
aviation cadet and trained in Moultrie, GA, but sorry to tell you I was
a Yankee from Pittsburgh. Our very best to all his family. Jim
Salzmann DFW

Joe Ivey - February 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Melba and Family, 
  

Our prayers and love are with you in the loss of Sid. We will see him
again some day. 

  
Joe and Pat Ivey 

 I Peter 5:7

Dan and Bonnie Helander - February 15, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Melba: we are saddened to hear of Sid's passing. He was a funny,
sweet and kind gentleman and will be greatly missed in the
neighborhood.

Tim Barnes - February 15, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I'm so sorry to hear about Sid. He was such a wonderful man. All of
you are in my thoughts and prayers.


